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2008   Diplomate American Board of Neurological Surgeons 

2001   American Board of Neurological Surgery Primary Examination 

2001   State of Maryland Medical License D0057725 

 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

 

Otenasek Neurosurgery Faculty Teaching Award, Johns Hopkins Hospital 

Walter Dandy Clinical Research Award 

Neurosurgery Research and Education Foundation-Medtronic Research Fellowship 

Summa cum laude; Emory University School of Medicine 

Alpha Omega Alpha, Junior Year; Emory University School of Medicine  

Alpha Omega Alpha Research Fellowship 
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Southern Medical Association Scholarship 

Gate Pharmaceuticals Achievement Award 

Phi Beta Kappa, Junior Year; The Johns Hopkins University 

Barry Goldwater Research Scholarship 

General and Departmental Honors; The Johns Hopkins University 
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Baltimore, Maryland  

Neuronal activity of sensory thalamus in patients with amputations 

 

 

 

 

1996 – 1997  Mahlon DeLong, M.D. and Jerrold Vitek, M.D. 

Department of Neurology; Emory University School of Medicine  

Atlanta, Georgia  

Effects of pallidotomy on motor function in patients with 

Parkinson’s Disease 

 

2001 – 2003  Frederick Lenz, M.D. 

Department of Neurosurgery; The Johns Hopkins Hospital 

Baltimore, Maryland 

AANS NREF-Medtronic Fellowship(2002-2003)  

Thalamic and cortical mechanisms of pain and effects of deep 

brain stimulation on movement disorders and chronic pain 
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The Johns Hopkins University  

Baltimore, Maryland 

 

1994 Instructor, Problem-Based Learning Course 

Emory University School of Medicine 

Atlanta, Georgia                                                     
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   Johns Hopkins School of Medicine 

   Baltimore, Maryland 
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   Baltimore, Maryland 

 

2005   Faculty, AO Spine North America 

 

2008      Teaching Consultant, Boston Scientific Spinal Cord Stimulation 

 

2008   Teaching Consultant, ANS Spinal Cord Stimulation 
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LECTURES AND TALKS 

 

1. Careers in Biology Panel: Why Neurosurgery? Introduction to Biology 

            Undergraduate Course, The Johns Hopkins University, October 5, 2001. 

 

2. Back and Neck Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins 

School of Medicine, November 16, 2001. 

 

3. Cranial Nerves and Eye. Discussion Group Clinical Correlation, Human Anatomy 

Course, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, January 29, 2002.   

 

4. Human CNS Pain Related Activity: Thalamo-corticolimbic Connections.   

Blaustein Pain Conference, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, February 8, 2002. 

 

5. Surgical Advances and Medical Management for the Treatment of Parkinson’s 

Disease and Essential Tremor. Medtronic Neurological, Harbor Court Hotel, 

Baltimore, MD, February 12, 2002. 

 

6. Stereotactic Functional Neurosurgery: Treatment of Parkinson’s Disease and 

Tremor. Geriatric Medicine Grand Rounds, Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical 

Center, March 12, 2002. 

 

7. Deep Brain Stimulation for Movement Disorders: Medicare Policy Advisory 

Talk. TrailBlazer Health Enterprises, LLC, Timonium, MD, March 27, 2002.  

 

8. Brain Tumors and Subarachnoid Hemorrhage. Neurology Medical Student 

Clerkship, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, May 17, 2002. 

 

9. Deep Brain Stimulation for Parkinson’s Disease. Young Onset Parkinson’s 

Support Group, Johns Hopkins Outpatient Center, June 8, 2002. 

 

10. Surgical Management of Movement Disorders: The Johns Hopkins Experience.  

Neurology Rounds, Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center, June 21, 2002.  

 

11. DBS for Parkinson’s Disease. York Area Parkinson’s Disease Support Group, 

York, PA, October 10, 2002. 
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12. Neurosurgery 101. Introduction to Biology Undergraduate Course, The Johns 

Hopkins University, October 12, 2002. 

 

13. Stereotactic Functional Neurosurgery: The Johns Hopkins Experience with 

Microelectrode Recording. Medtronic Neurological, Minneapolis, MN, October 

30, 2002.  

 

14. Brain Tumors and Subarachnoid Hemorrhage. Neurology Medical Student 

Clerkship, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, December 13, 2002. 

 

15. Cranial Nerves and Eye. Discussion Group Clinical Correlation, Human Anatomy 

Course, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine, January 29, 2003. 

 

16. Techniques of DBS for Parkinson’s Disease. DBS Support Group, Columbia, 

MD, February 22, 2003. 

 

17. Deep Brain Stimulation for Movement Disorders at The Johns Hopkins Hospital.  

Neurology Rounds, Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center, March 8, 2003. 

 

18. Brain Tumors. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine, May 16, 2003. 

 

19. Spine Anatomy. AO ASIF ORP Course, Mystic Marriott Hotel and Spa, Groton, 

CT, June 5, 2004.  

 

20. Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine, September 10, 2004. 

 

21. Surgical Management of Spinal Neoplasms. First Annual Current Conceptst of 

Cancer Pain Management, Johns Hopkins Department of Oncology, October 15, 

2004. 

 

22. Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine, November 12, 2004.  

 

23. Cervical Spine Instrumentation. Neurospine Operating Room Grandrounds, Johns 

Hopkins Hospital, January 13, 2005. 

 

24. Cervical Spine Instrumentation. Johns Hopkins Bayview Operating Room 

Personel, Baltimore, Maryland, January 13, 2005.  

 

25. Anatomy of Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins 

School of Medicine, February 16, 2005. 
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26. Surgical Approaches to the Spine. AO ASIF ORP Course, Sheraton Inner Harbor, 

Baltimore, MD, February 19, 2005.  

 

27. Innovations in Spine Surgery. AO ASIF ORP Course, Sheraton Inner Harbor, 

Baltimore, MD, February 20, 2005.  

 

28. Anatomy of Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins 

School of Medicine, April 8, 2005. 

 

29. Surgical Approaches to the Spine. AO ASIF ORP Course, Westin Hotel, Atlanta, 

GA, April 9, 2005. 

 

30. Patient Positioning in OR for Spine Surgery. AO ASIF Challenges and 

Complications in Complex Spine Surgery Symposium, Wyndham Inner Harbor 

Hotel, Baltimore, MD, April 30, 2005.  

 

31. Surgical Anatomy of Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns 

Hopkins School of Medicine, May 6, 2005.    

 

32. Thoracic and Lumbar Spine Instrumentation. Neurospine Operating Room 

Grandrounds, Johns Hopkins Hospital, May 12, 2005.   

 

33. Challenges in Patient Positioning in OR for Spine Surgery. Neurosurgery Grand 

Rounds, Johns Hopkins Hospital, June 2, 2005. 

 

34. Neurosurgical Management of Back Pain, Neurology Resident Conference, Johns 

Hopkins Hospital, June 29, 2005.     

 

35. Surgical Anatomy of Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns 

Hopkins School of Medicine, July 8, 2005. 

 

36. Degenerative Lumbar Spine: Complications, Avoidance, Pearls. AO ASIF 

Resident and Fellows Course, Hilton Hotel, Boston, MA, September 11, 2005. 

 

37. Anatomy of Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins 

School of Medicine, September 16, 2005. 

 

38. Low Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine, November 11, 2005. 

 

39. Examining the Patient with Low Back Pain. Pain Medicine Update for Pain 

Specialists and Primary Care Providers, Johns Hopkins University School of 

Medicine, Baltimore, MD, December 10, 2005. 
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40. Degenerative Lumbar Spine: Complications, Avoidance, Pearls. AO ASIF 

Resident and Fellows Course, Loews Hotel, Philadelphia, PA, January 15, 2006. 

 

41. Low Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine, January 20, 2006. 

 

42. Approaches to Occipitocervical Spine. Neurospine Operating Room Grandrounds, 

Johns Hopkins Hospital, January 26, 2006. 

 

43. Update in Traumatic Spinal Cord Injury. Seminars in Trauma 2006: A Continuing 

Education Series for Nurses, Johns Hopkins Hospital, March 1, 2006.  

 

44. Patient Positioning in OR for Spine Surgery. AO ASIF Challenges and 

Complications in Complex Spine Surgery Symposium, Eden Roc Resort and Spa, 

Miami Beach, FL, April 1, 2006.  

 

45. CSF Leak in Spine Surgery. AO ASIF Challenges and Complications in Complex 

Spine Surgery Symposium, Eden Roc Resort and Spa, Miami Beach, FL, April 1, 

2006.  

 

46. How to Become a Neurosurgeon.  Introduction to Biology 

            Undergraduate Course, The Johns Hopkins University, April 29, 2006. 

 

47. Low Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine, May 5, 2006. 

 

48. Spine Anatomy and Instrumentation of the Occipitocervical Spine. Baltimore 

Neurosurgery and Spine Center’s: Spine Anatomy and Instrumentation Course, 

VISTA Lab, Baltimore, MD, June 2, 2006. 

 

49. Issues in Coding for Cervical and Lumbar Spine Surgery. American Academy of 

Professional Coders Charm City Chapter, Baltimore, MD, March 20, 2007. 

 

50. Odontoid Screw Fixation. Zimmer Hands-On Spine Surgery Review Course for 

Residents and Fellows, Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions, Baltimore, MD,  

April 1, 2007. 

 

51. Techniques in Spinal Cord Stimulation. ANS Cadaver Lab Course, VISTA Lab, 

Baltimore, MD, July 9, 2007. 

 

52. Low Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine, May 5, 2007. 
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53. Lower Cervical Spine Injuries, Stryker Spine Controversies in Cervical Spine 

Surgery, Vista Lab, Baltimore, MD, September 7, 2007. 

 

54. Low Back Pain. Neurology Medical Student Clerkship, Johns Hopkins School of 

Medicine, October 12, 2007. 

 

55. Cervical Trauma. AOSpine Advanced Concepts in the Management of Spinal 

Disorders,  Sun Valley Resort, Sun Valley, Idaho, February 23, 2008. 

 

56. Aging Spine and Interspinous Process Devices. AOSpine Advanced Concepts in 

the Management of Spinal Disorders,  Sun Valley Resort, Sun Valley, Idaho, 

February 24, 2008. 

 

57. Novel Techniques to Cervical Spine: Zero-P and ProDisc-C, Long Island Jewish 

Department of Neurosurgery, Great Neck, New York, April 17, 2008. 

 

58. Interspinous Process Devices.  Lifebridge Health Brain and Spine Institute PA 

Group, Baltimore, Maryland, May 6, 2008. 

 

59. Zero Profile Devices for the Anterior Spine. Baltimore Neurosurgery and Spine 

Center’s: Spine Anatomy and Instrumentation Course, VISTA Lab, Baltimore, 

MD, July 18, 2008. 

 

60. Lateral Approaches to the Lumbar Spine. Baltimore Neurosurgery and Spine 

Center’s: Spine Anatomy and Instrumentation Course, VISTA Lab, Baltimore, 

MD, July 18, 2008. 

 

61. Cyberknife Treatment of Cavernous Malformation Causing Epilepsy: Risks and 

Benefits, Lifebridge Cancer Institute Tumor Board, Baltimore, MD, July 29, 

2008. 

 

62. Management of Spinal Instability for Metastatic Spine Disease, Lifebridge Cancer 

Institute Tumor Board, Baltimore, MD, March 17, 2009. 

 

63. Practical Exercise: Lateral Mass Plating, Odontoid Screw, Occipital Cervical 

Fixation Techniques. AO ASIF Resident and Fellows Course, Doubletree Hotel, 

Philadelphia, PA, April 24-26, 2009. 

 

64. Cervical Radiculopathy with Neurological Deficit. AO ASIF Resident and 

Fellows Course, Doubletree Hotel, Philadelphia, PA, April 24-26, 2009. 

 

65. Management of Cervical Radiculopathy.  Lifebridge Health Brain and Spine 

Institute PA Neuroscience Group, Baltimore, Maryland, June 2, 2009. 
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66. Overview of Cervical Myelopathy and Radiculopathy.  PMR Resident Lecture 

Series, Sinai Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland, July 3, 2009. 

 

67. Crossing the Cervico-thoracic junction. Depuy Spine Future Leaders Workshop, 

Baltimore Neurosurgery and Spine Center’s: Spine Anatomy and Instrumentation 

Course, VISTA Lab, Baltimore, MD, July 10, 2009. 

 

68. Management of Cervical and Lumbar Spine Injuries in the Injured Worker: Guest 

Lecturer with Dr Ross Sugar at Traveler’s, Hunt Valley, MD, November 17, 

2009. 

 

69.  Intro to Neurosurgery.  Introduction to Biology 

             Undergraduate Course, The Johns Hopkins University, February 16, 2010. 

 

70.  Commencement Speaker, Bedford Elementary School, Baltimore, MD, June 11, 

2010. 

 

71. Surgical Management of Lumbar Spinal Stenosis, Baltimore Neurosurgery and 

Spine Center’s: Spine Anatomy and Instrumentation Course, VISTA Lab, 

Baltimore, MD, July 9, 2010. 

 

72. Intro to Neurosurgery.  Introduction to Biology             

 Undergraduate Course, The Johns Hopkins University, February 22, 2011.  

 

73. Moderator, Perspectices on Assessment and Treatment of Spinal Pain, Brain and 

Spine Institute Symposium for Community Physicians, Baltimore, Maryland, 

May 7, 2011.  

 

74. Approach to the Patient with Low Back Pain, Brain and Spine Institute 

Symposium for Community Physicians, Baltimore, Maryland, May 7, 2011.  

 

75. Spine Injuries in the Injured Worker: Guest Lecturer with Dr Ross Sugar at 

Traveler’s, Hunt Valley, MD, June 28, 2011. 

 

76. Indications for Spinal Fusions in the Injured Worker: Guest Lecturer at Key Risk, 

Baltimore, Maryland, November 15, 2011. 

 

77. Intro to Neurosurgery.  Introduction to Biology 

 Undergraduate Course, The Johns Hopkins University, February 21, 2012. 

 

78. Invited Panel Debate:  Spinal Fusion for Injured Workers, MWCEA Conference, 

Ocean City, MD, October 15, 2012. 
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79. Lumbar Spine Surgery for the Injured Worker: Role of Spinal Cord Stimulation, 

Selective Insurance Company, Hunt Valley, MD, December 12, 2012. 
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specimen. Neurological Research 27: 358-362, 2005. 

 

15. McGirt MJ, Woodworth GF, Coon AL, Frazier JM, Amundson E, Garonzik 

IM, Olivi A, Weingart JD: Independent predictors of morbidity after image-

guided stereotactic brain biopsy: a risk assessment of 270 consecutive cases. 

Journal of Neurosurgery 102: 897-901, 2005. 

 

16. Mantha A, Legnani FG, Bagley, CA, Gallia, GL, Garonzik IM, Pradilla G, 

Amundson E, Tyler BM, Brem H, Gokaslan ZL: A novel rat model for the study 

of intraosseous metastatic spine cancer. Journal of Neurosurgery Spine 2: 303-

307, 2005. 

 

17. Samdani AF, Storm PB, Kuchner EB, Garonzik IM, Sciubba D, Carson BS:  

Ventriculoperitoneal shunt malfunction presenting with pleuritic chest pain. 

Pediatric Emergency Care 21: 261-263, 2005. 

 

18. Amundson E, Pradilla G, Bastianos PK, Bagley CA, Riley LH, Garonzik IM, 

McCarthy EF, Gokaslan ZL: A novel intraosseous intravertebral tumor model in 

rabbits. Neurosurgery 57: 341-346, 2005. 

 

19. Gallia G L, Haque R, Garonzik IM, Witham TF, Khavkin YA, Wolinsky JP, 

Suk I, Gokaslan ZL: Spinal pelvic reconstruction after total sacrectomy for en 

bloc resection of a giant sacral chordoma. Journal of Neurosurgery Spine 3: 

501-506, 2005. 
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sacral tumors: classification of surgical approaches and outcomes. Journal of 

Neurosurgery Spine 3: 111-122, 2005. 

 

21. Woodworth GF, McGirt MJ, Samdani A, Garonzik IM, Olivi A, Weingart JD: 

Frameless image-guided stereotactic brain biopsy procedure: diagnostic yield, 

surgical morbidity, and comparison with the frame-based technique. Journal of 

Neurosurgery 104: 1-5, 2006. 

 

22. Kretzer R, Sciubba DM, Bagley CA, Wolinsky JP, Gokaslan ZL, Garonzik IM: 

Translaminar screw fixation in upper thoracic spine. Journal of Neurosurgery 

Spine 6: 527-533, 2006. 

 

23. Sciubba DM, Garonzik IM, Suk I, Gallia GL, Tufaro A, Wolinsky JP, 

Gokaslan ZL: Frameless stereotaxy in a transmandibular, circumglossal, 

retropharyngeal cervical decompression in a klippel-feil patient: technical note. 

European Spine Journal 2006. 

 

24. Sciubba DM, Gallia GL, Recinos P, Garonzik IM, Clatterbuck RE: Intracranial 

aneurysm following radiation therapy during childhood for tumor. Journal of 

Neurosurgery 105(Suppl): 134-139, 2006.  

 

25. Gallia G L, Burger PC, Suk I, Wolinsky JP, Garonzik IM, Gokaslan ZL: 

Concomitant conus medullaris myxopapillary ependymoma and filum terminale 

lipoma: case report. Journal of Neurosurgery Spine 58: 1214, 2006. 
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April 2010. 
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